Cell adhesion molecules in normal laryngeal development.
Larynges taken from normally developing rats ranging from embryos starting at embryonic day 10 to adults were harvested. Sections of the larynges were prepared with the use of immunohistochemical techniques with primary antibodies directed to the neural cell adhesion molecule; selected sections were exposed to antibodies directed against the embryonic polysialated form of the neural cell adhesion molecule and against L1. Cell adhesion molecules were present throughout embryonic development associated with the recurrent laryngeal nerve. Downregulation of expression was observed after postnatal day 14. We conclude that cell adhesion molecules may play a role in the normal neural development of the larynx in rats.